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Loxton North Preschool Behaviour support,
interactions and guidance policy

National Quality Standard Area 5 Relationships with Children

Relationships with children are responsive, respectful and promote children’s sense of
security and belonging.

Please note, this policy must be read in conjunction with other relevant policy and procedural
information provided on the approved provider's website including:

Behaviour support policy (edi.sa.edu.au)

Behaviour Support and Interactions with Childrenin Preschools Behaviour support and interactions with
children in preschools (edi.sa.edu.au)

A documented policy regarding behaviour, interactions and guidance for children:
e Helps to ensure that children, families and staff have a safe environment

e Refer to our whole school P-6 Loxton North School Behaviour Matrix below to provide consistency
and clarity around acceptable behaviour and guidance measures that will be implemented from
preschool to year 6.

e

At Loxton North SghifCCIRVENR
et

Respect
Allow people to teach and leam Have safe bodies Actively participate and value leaming

* Are inclusive and accepting of others « Listen and respond to the bell system * Are organised and ready for leaming

e Care for our country and school e Play safely and in supervised areas * Ask permission to leave leaming areas
« Play fairly, listen to others, share and e Seek support and communicate needs | e Celebrate success
take tums
o Take responsibility for our actions and e Eat and drink to fuel our bodies
o Show active listening words
 Manage our time, belongings and
* Take pride in ourselves and our uniform | ¢ Use equipment and spaces safely and resources
appropriately
« Transition around the school safely and e Persist through challenges
quietly * Use technology safely and
appropriately e Use breaks to reset

e Use manners. Kind words and kind
actions * Use toilets safely

Together We Nurture, Grow & Challenge

N[
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As a staff team we believe:

all children have a right to be protected and experience quality education and care in an environment
that provides for their physical and psychological safety and wellbeing

children have a right to express their feelings and emotions freely in a safe and nurturing environment.
Preschool settings actively support children in recognising, understanding, and managing their
emotions and behaviours through coregulation, a process where educators respond sensitively and
supportively to children’s emotional cues, helping them to regulate their feelings and behaviours

effective communication and learning occurs when families and educators work together to develop
common goals for children’s wellbeing, learning and development

consideration of children’s individual and contextual needs is crucial to successful learning and the
development of positive behaviours

family partnerships are essential, and families’ perspectives are valued and respected

children have a right to be supported by educators who model appropriate behaviours and implement
consistent guidance measures. Educators demonstrate appropriate behaviours to children through
everyday interactions and explicit instructional teaching. They also provide predictable routines and
offer consistent guidance

no person has a right to make any child feel rejected, insecure, embarrassed or ashamed.

As a staff team we promote positive behaviour and interactions by:

planning for and implementing an environment that promotes a sense of belonging, being and
becoming and provides enhanced opportunities for learning through play

supporting children to understand guidance measures and expectations that are reasonable,
developmentally appropriate, effective, consistent, and fair

providing an enriching and engaging program that enables each child to experience belonging, a sense
of wellbeing and gives opportunities to express feelings through all forms of play

providing a range of learning spaces for quiet as well as active play to support regulation

ensuring the learning environment is accessible and flexible so that it can be used for a range of
learning experiences and teaching pedagogies

using positive verbal and non-verbal guidance to prevent, reduce or redirect behaviours of concern
using positive feedback to acknowledge and reinforce expected behaviours

role modelling empathetic, respectful, and positive behaviour to each child, while recognising that
behaviour is learned and influenced by a variety of factors

sensitively and patiently supporting children as they develop and practice new, developmentally
appropriate behaviours over time

planning intentional learning experiences that foster the development of key social and emotional
skills, such as resilience (implementation of the Early Years Resilience Project), agency, appropriate
risk-taking, conflict resolution, independence, leadership, respect for others, and effective
communication, aligned with the Early Years Learning Framework outcomes. These opportunities
will be embedded within the planning cycle to support children’s active engagement in play and
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encourage children to confidently navigate social interactions and challenges in the preschool
environment. This includes implementing the Early Years Learning Project with the preschool
students

e valuing children as individuals within their family and cultural context

e involving children in goal setting and the development of group norms and behaviour expectations
where possible

¢ intentional teaching of positive behaviours and play skills, building on each child’s strengths and
achievements and providing choices where possible

e engaging in open and two-way communication with families to ensure that each child’s rights are
upheld.

We will respond to behaviours of concern by:

e reminding children of developmentally appropriate expectations and guidance measures and the
reasons for these

e promoting, modelling, and supporting safe and positive behaviour
e explicitly planning for and teaching positive behaviour and expectations

e supporting children to problem solve, negotiate, and regulate their feelings, emotions and
behaviours appropriately

e planning intentional teaching on emotions and self-regulation skills to build the capacity for each
child to understand their emotional needs and use zones of regulation.

e preschool staff to refer to individual children’s personalised self-regulation plans when responding
to challenging behaviours.

e preschool staff to access their own self-regulation plans on expandable clips to support their own
self-regulation when managing complex children’s behaviours.

e Preschool staff to use the McKillop Institute ReLATE trauma aware strategies when managing
complex children’s behaviours.

e using restorative practice approaches that support children to empathise with others, repair harm
and restore relationships when it has been assessed as emotionally and physically safe, and in the
best interests of everyone involved

e communicating and working with families and internal and external service providers at the earliest
opportunity to support children’s wellbeing, learning, and positive behaviour change

e assessing individual children’s learning and development and critically reflecting on and reviewing
our planned and implemented program and how the active learning environment supports their safe
inclusion and participation

e using proactive strategies to co-regulate with children, to decrease behaviours of concern, support
children to deescalate, and safely return to their learning environment

e developing, implementing, monitoring and reviewing behaviour support plans in partnership with
children, families and relevant internal and external service providers.
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Sources

Early Years Learning Framework (v2.0, 2022)

Australian Childhood Foundation-Trauma Informed Practice

McKillop Institute-ReLATE approach

National Quality Standards

Department for Education Behaviour Support Policy Behaviour support policy (edi.sa.edu.au) and
Behaviour Support and Interactions With Children in Preschools Behaviour support and interactions
with children in preschools (edi.sa.edu.au)

e ACECQA-Supporting Children to Regulate their own Behaviour-Information Sheet

e Consultation process completed and feedback included from children, staff, families and

Governing Council members

Review

The policy will be reviewed bi-annually.

Review will be conducted by:

e Governing Council e Educators/Employees
¢ Families ¢ Interested Parties
Document | Version | Approved Description of Change Next
History Date : Review
Date
1.0 01/2023 Policy Developed 01/2025
20 02/2025 Added Trauma aware-McKillop Institute -ReLATE | 02/2027
strategies
3.0 05/2026 Changed to new DfE template 02/2027

Approved by Governing Council Ww Principal’s Signature SRucoan _
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