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October 28
Governing Council
Mtg
Rm1 & 6 LHS
coaching clinic
November 2
Yarn Circle for
Preschool families
2:45-3:15pm
November 4
Music Count Us In
Rm1 & 6 LHS
coaching clinic
November 5
Assembly
November 8
Yr 6 Parent info
evening 7pm at
LHS
November 9
Yr6 LHS transition
November 10
Yr7 LHS transition
November 11
Yr 7 Aquatics Day
Preschool &
Reception
transition day
November 19
No OSHC bus
November 22
No Department bus
For more dates
see Skoolbag
App—Events tab

From the Principal’s desk
Dear Families
World Teacher’s Day is this Friday. We have passionate inspired teachers
who go above and beyond in their role to educate children and students.
The dedication and commitment is seen in their efforts to make learning
engaging, challenging and cater for all learning styles. Our whole school community
recognises and thanks our teachers for their work.
The recent COVID-19 update sees families welcomed back into the school on a daily
basis, not just one off special events. Please remember to wear your mask, social distance,
QR check in and only enter if well.
This also opens up the opportunity to be a volunteer on site. You may wish to help with
breakfast club, cover books in the library, support work in the classroom, be a governing
council member, grounds committee, fundraising committee member… There are many
ways to be involved. If you would like to be a regular volunteer you will need to make a
time to meet with me to go through the Departments checklist for screening and
suitability, induction checklist, your role and responsibilities and organise for training on
responding to abuse and neglect. An update of this course is now available.
Transition visits are occurring across the term for Pre-schoolers, Reception students and
Year 6 & 7 students going to high school. This is an exciting time and anxious one for
some. We will also tailor transition visits for other students enrolling in different year
levels. Please contact us for a tour and conversation about tailoring support for your child.
The whole school will meet their class teacher and class mates for 2022 on 18 November!

A BIG THANK YOU to Loxton Men’s Shed and Loxton Waikerie Council for their support
and work with our front garden verge.
Students have planted their family trees and
are excited to watch them grow.

Regards Vanessa Wainwright

Pupil Free Day

School

Staff were involved in analysing student data, reviewing
learning programs and celebrating success of students
progress. We are now planning our next 3 yr improvement
cycle.

Improvement area for the school was reading, writing and
maths. All R-2 students do a decodable reading program 3
times per week which is done 1:1 with an SSO. This research
based program ‘Multilit’ has seen outstanding results in
reading levels and students mindset to decode unknown
words. Once students are off level 30 readers they are being
stretched and challenged. Our library has now been coded to
Fountas and Pinnell reading levels so students are choosing a
book that will stretch their reading ability along with a
reading goal. Of course students also borrow for enjoyment.

The Preschool
The improvement focus this year has been on phonological
awareness and subitising. Jo and Sue have implemented a
research based program from Dr Karyn Carson. She is based
at Flinders University and also at the Soundmill Centre
supporting students with speech. The program has been
successful creating a strong foundation for learning to read.
This is our 2nd year implementing the program and the
results speak for themselves; 4yr old children know syllables,
match rhyme, produce rhyme and are currently working on
first and final sounds in words.

Students writing has had a specific focus on punctuation and
grammar. Each week teachers track focus students and plan
next steps for progress through learning activities. Our
Brightpath writing results shows improvement in the
secretarial elements of writing as well as character and
setting.
Maths has seen us continue with mindsets, solving worded
problems through picture books and focusing on number
Subitising is trusting the count
sense. Talking about learning and identify strategies used is
and knowing how many there
part of being a mathematician.
are in a collection with out
counting one by one.
Our preschoolers can subitise to
6, match dots to numbers and
know number amounts that are
the same. This intentional
teaching occurs 10-20 minutes
per preschool day, we do not
want to take away the
importance of PLAY for learning.

Room1 - ‘Then and Now’ camp

Room 3

Last week our class went to The Loxton Historical Village, PS
Industry, Lock 5, The Monash Playground and Bunnings.
The purpose of our excursion was to compare old with new
as part of our History unit. We also went to the Loxton
Bowling Club to try lawn bowls and had a sleepover at
school. We had a fantastic time as we learnt about the past
and worked on some independence.

Every morning in Room 3 we work on reading tasks and play.
Some of our daily activities include 

Reading Eggs on ipads



Reading Doctor on laptops



Sight word practice



Initl Lit reading practice



Phonemic Awareness



Individual speech and language programs



Phonics



Creative, cooperative and social play.

Room 5

Room 6

During term 4 staff reflect on how far our preschoolers have
travelled. This is evident in the self portraits they draw each
term at preschool. In the beginning some children are just
beginning to draw what we call a representational drawing—
meaning it’s beginning to look like something and no longer
scribble.

As part of PE this term, students in years 2-7 are participating
in coaching clinics with Year 10s from Loxton High School.
Last week we had our first session and it was a big hit.
Students will participate in four coaching clinics with a focus
on volleyball, soccer, basketball and teamwork.

As the year progresses, children add more detail to their
pictures as they develop a better understanding of their own
body through movement and play. Many are also writing
their own name on their work and showing pride of
ownership. The quality of art work they are producing is
amazing and we are so proud of their persistence and
willingness to have a go at everything we ask of them.

I learnt how to set
and dig.—Charlie
Everyone
participated well.
—Hine
It was fun!—
Matthew

They are certainly ready for the next stage of their learning as
they are preparing for transition visits to school very soon.
It was good fun
playing games with
the year 10s.—
Nate

Jake, term 1

We learnt some
basketball skills
like passing,
shooting and
dribbling.—Declan
It was really fun playing with the year 10s because they made
it tricky.—Isabelle

Jake, term 4

I learnt how
to kick the
ball
properly—
Addi

Some of the games were very fun like the number soccer—
Rielly.
Thank you to the Year 10’s teacher, Ellie Thomas, for
organising this program. We look forward to continuing to
develop our skills over the coming weeks.

Sports Day 2021— Shiraz 207 Lexia 189 & Pedro 180

Yarn Circle
Tuesday 2nd November 2:45-3:15pm
preschool families are invited to have a
yarn with Jo and Vanessa to develop the
Preschool Philosophy. We want to hear
what you value about the preschool, it’s
purpose and together develop our
shared vision. This guides our service, management and
facilities.

popular events, Occasional Care and a preschool running with
the school. Weaknesses were accessibility, Harvest Festival
yields little return, school website and difficulty to gauge
response. Opportunties identified were to market our STEM
centre and new facilities, create events to translate to
benefits for the school, connect with local sporting clubs and
market our preschool transition program. Threats were our
year 7’s going to high school and surrounding schools.

Donut Fundraiser
A big thank you to families for their support last Sunday at
the Pines Fair. $590 was raised, students are currently
making a list of pool toys and flotation devices to purchase.
Week 5 the school pool will be open for classes to use. The
temperature needs to be 28 degrees or more. Please make
sure you pack an extra bag with towel, goggles and bathers.

School Fees 2022
Please note an error in Skoolbag Term 4 Wk3 Notices. This
has been amended.
Great news - BONUS SCHEME for school fees for 2022.
Governing Council has approved to debit 10% of your school
fees if paid by the end of term1. School fees have been set at
$253.00, $25.30 will be debited to your child's account which
can be used for school uniforms, excursions or school hat. If
you have school card and it is accepted by the end of term1
you will have $25.30 debited on your child's account.
Preschool is set at $150, you will have $15 debited on your
child's account. Giving back to our families, thank you
Governing Council.

Uni SA—Community
Engagement Learning Project

They identified key strategies for us to look at, which we have
begun. There are also things we would love you to help us
with to promote our school and keep our enrolments going
strong. See what you can help us with as well as share your
thoughts. Use the eForm on Skoolbag labelled Governing
Council Suggestions. Below are the Uni students thoughts:


Families like and share Face Book posts



Families write a review on schools Facebook page



School to have a marketing plan and promotion
schedule



Upgrade school
website— DONE 



Signage facing the sports
club—DONE 



Sponsor sporting clubs
and junior scholarship—
IN PROGRESS

As part of Uni SA marketing course students conducted a
profile on our school to look at ways to increase our
enrolments. This was then presented by Zoom as part of their
course requirements. They looked at a range of aspects

which has recently been presented to Governing Council and
staff. They did a SWOT analysis; Strengths, Weaknesses,

Opportunities and Threats. They identified many Strengths
about our school: AUSLAN, STEM centre, newly renovated
facilities, large open spaces, focus on students learning,

Families car pool if buses
are an issue
Many schools have
Instagram - DONE 

School Information

School Choir

SCHOOL Uniforms

Students from Reception to Year 3 have been invited to sing
in the school choir. Mrs Casey our Festival Choir conductor is
now training up and coming students. They have begun
training every Friday afternoon and will perform at our
Presentation Night on Thursday 2nd December.

Students are certainly following our new school uniform
policy that focuses on students wearing plain blue, grey or
black bottoms with the school top. Going to your local
uniform provider gives a range of options e.g. Tri State, Yates,
Big W, K-Mart.

Assembly
Next week will be our last assembly for the year. It will be a
big one! Premiers Reading Challenge awards, Festival Choir,
class performances, birthday celebrations and of course
parents are invited to attend. Our multipurpose room can
have 50 adults. We ask that you wear your masks inside, QR
code in, sanitize hands and only attend if well. Start time is
9:00am.

We are about to do a uniform order for next year, if you
would like to pre-order and collect at book collection please
order via eForm on Skoolbag or phone the office.
Rm6 students will be planning their commemorative top for
2022 when they have their transition visit on the 18th
November. An order form will go home and requires a $10
deposit per top ordered. This is always exciting and
something students look forward to.

VAC Swim
We are so excited to be holding VAC Swim at the school
during the January holidays. The school has waived the
location fee of $15.00 to reduce the costs. The program is for
3-12 year olds and there are 2 blocks that you can choose
from. Block 1, 10th—14th January and Block 2, 17th-21st
January. 1 week of VAC swim costs $31.40, if you were to do
2 weeks the second week would cost $65.00. Follow the link
on our Facebook page or go on line to book. A great
opportunity to keep the children busy and safe over the
school holidays.

2022 Early Dismissal Thursdays
A reminder to families that Thursdays next year the school
will finish at 2:15pm and the preschool 2:30pm. Other local
schools will also dismiss early allowing opportunities for staff
to connect with other sites to access training & development
and plan with other teachers.
We are very appreciative of our school community valuing
this time for staff and accommodating the early dismissal.

Community Information

